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FOREWORD 


During visits overseas after the adjournment of the Ist session of 
the 84th Congress, several Members had called to their attention that 
pensions were being paid for many individuals residing in foreign 
countries who had relinquished their American citizenship. (Pension 
is a benefit, legally a gratuity, which is paid for a non-service-connected 
disability which renders the person unemployable or payments to a 
widow or child of such veteran. Some earlier pension laws provided 
a pension on attaining a given age.) 

Upon investigation, it developed that over one-half million dollars 
was being expended monthly in this category —$658,629.82 to be 
exact. The average monthly payment to a veteran was $78.91 while 
for the dependents it was $52.15 or an overall average of $69.14. (All 
figures as of February 1956.) With the exception of the Philippines 
the payments are in American dollars, 

In the citizenship category 61 percent claimed foreign citizenship, 
5.2 percent dual, only 18.9 percent had American citizenship and 
14.9 percent could not be classified. This was based on 9,526 cases— 
6,047 veterans and 3,479 dependents. A total of 1,421 was not iden- 
tifiable as to citizenship. 

All countries throughout the world are included in the survey 
except the Republic of the Philippines. That country was omitted 
for the reason that it presents a special and unique situation since it 
was formerly a possession of the United States, and the citizenship 
of the beneficiaries has been changed by law rather than by decision 
of the individual. 

The committee is indebted to Mr. J. F. Cannon, Chief Disbursing 
Officer of the Treasury and to his assistant, Mr. Lawrence Levy, for 
supplying the 9,500 names and addresses of the beneficiaries. Follow- 
ing receipt of this information it was relayed to Mrs. Catherine 
Ramsey of the State Department who forwarded the individual 
names to consular officers throughout the world for determination of 
citizenship. She was most diligent and helpful in speeding the return 
of the completed cases. The compilation has been completed under 
contract with the Bureau of the Census. Mr. Simon Yablon and 
Mrs. Evelyn Jétt, of that agency, have expedited the processing of 
the statistics. 

Ouin E. TEAGUE, 
Chairman, Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 
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